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Among tha early gifts sent to Nuyaka Mission from supporters back
East were barrels of clothing, some fruit trees, 100 Bibles . « . and
a set of fire extinguishers for each of the mission buildings. Perhaps
it is to wsuch bthouphifulness we owe ths survival of one originsl struc-
ture of this important latter-day educetional effort among the Creeks.

Four freme buildings were erected. The first contained a chapel
or assembly room and school roomse Tha second housed the Loys and ths
Superinterdznt. The third snd fourth were smaller cottagss lor The
girls and the teachers in charge of them. ZIach of the last three
buildings was complete in itself - with kitchen, dining roow, and bath
room. Also on the grourds were a barn, silo, laundry, commissary,
shop building end other structures.

It is the Supsrintendent's home that stands today in rearly
original condition. It is & comfortable, relatively plain, two-story
frame structure. A tall stone chimney has been added to the south and
of the hougse to mccommodate z downstuirs fireplace. Of nrative stons,
it blends well with the original homes. Only a few partitions have teen
chenged inside. The upstairs is entirely unchenged. The house is 2
private home and the present owners, appreciating and resovecting 1%s
historic importance, have preserved it carefully.

On the mission site is the original well dug by the missionariss,
8 larze cistern, an extremely comrodious stcrm celler, and pert of one
of the other buildings. :
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Yuyake, established in 15682 to f£ill the wvacuum created by the
fire the previous yezr that destroyed Tullahassee issicn (for which
Kational Fegister stztus is also being souyht;, served the educaticral
reeds of the Creek Nstion for some 4G yesrs. It 1s remrrkabls for
the dediceted. effeorts on its behalf by two notable wmisslonary
familiese.

Alice ¥. Robertson wes lsrgely responsitle for raising the money
neeced to build Fuyaka. She was the duaghter of Willium 3. Kobertson,
the most famous teacher, and later superirtendert, at Tullahassee.
Eer mothsr, in turn, was the daughter of Semuel austin :lorchester,
missionsry to the Cherokee and founder of the Perik Fill Press. iler
sister Augusts, Mrse N. B, locrse (Judge Moore later sarved as
treasurer of the Creek Wation), was principal and superintendent when
the school first opered April 16, 1885. She served through the
1891-1892 school year. Tiiss Alice Robertson, after ststehood, be-~
came Oklahoma's first Congresswoman. The Oklahoma Historical Society
proposes to acquire the last surviving original Nuyske building and
maintain it as a memorial to Miss Robertson and her remarksble
femily., Almost her entire life was spent in service to the Creek
Nation and to the State of Oklahoma.

e

The Robe family took over at Nuyaka from the Robertsons.
William B. Robe, who came to Indian Territory as a Presbyterian
misslonary in 1882, assumed the office of superintendert at Nuyska
September 6, 1892. His wife was saprointed matron at the mission and
2 daughter, Maris Frances Robe, was a teacher. By 1897 three other
members of the Robe family were active in the work at Nuyska.

Though the elder Robes retired the following year, two sons and
three daughters continued to be active in migsionary school worke
John . kobe, their son, took over as sugerinterdent. 1laria francss
stayed on as a teecher until 1910,

Nuyeka wes suthorized by the Creek National Council "for the
special benefit of the full bloods in the western part of the
Muskoges Netion." The Council appropristed §2,500 to match the
$10,000 the Presbyterian Church agreed to provide. It was eventually
looated near Deep Fork River about a mile west of the settlement of
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According to terms of the Curtils Act of 1296, the Federal government
eppointed a superirterdent for Indien Territory and proceeded to take
control of the schools in the area. Fis first report noted that the
Creek NVation then possessed eight boarding schools, one of which was
Nuyaks. &t first the zoverrment interded closing all of these as soon
as public schocl facilities becans svailsble. Indian protests over
ebendonment kert soms of the schools ir operstion until well after
statehood in 1907. 3y 1¢14 the number of bosrdirg schools in all of
what hec been Indiaz Territory was down to 1l Yuyeka was finally

sbandonsd in 1&l3.
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